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A report by the Jewelry J.lanuf actur ing Industry Comadttee unaniinously recoramend-

ihg a 40 cent ndninum v/age for the Jewelry industry was received today by General 

Phi l ip a, Fiei.Ting, Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. Department 

of Labor. , , 

The recommendation, if approved by the Administrator a f t e r a pu'olic hearing, 

-wlli increase the -wage r a t e of approxiiiately 11,500 employees iri the industry. 

The nuraber of v/orkers i n the industry i s normally about 35j000, employed in over 

1000 plants located ohiefly in New lihgland and the New York metropolitan areas . 

The Administrator disapproved the reco.i.iendation miade by a pre-vious jewelry 

industry comi'aittee for the establishment of irdniii'Oin wage ra tes of 40 and 35 cents 

an hour. Ir. his "Findi.ngs and Opinion" on the f i r s t recomniendation he s ta ted , 

"Exaiidnation of the record and the ter.ms of the recomiaendations shov/s that there are 

patent inconsistencies in the claesificati 'Ons which cannot be resolved. In the 

recom.iendations made today to the Adainistrator f.ar an overal l 40 cent wage the com

mittee s t a t e s , " I t found that nothing jus t i f i ed a c lass i f i ca t ion of miinii-jium wages. " 

The Comidttee also recominended tna t any v/age order issued by the Adininistrator 

on the basis of t he i r reoominendation be raade effective November 1, 1941-

The .newelry manufacturing industry i s defined a s : 

"(2) The manufacturing, processing, or assembling, wholly or p a r t i a l l y from any 

mater ia l , of jewelry, co-maonly or coi-Aaercially so kr-;own. Jewelry as used herein 

includes, without l imi ta t ion , r e l ig ious , school, college, and f ra te rna l ins ignia ; 

a r t i c l e s of ornament or adornment designed to be v.'orn on apparel or carried on or 

about the person, including, without l imi ta t ion , cigar ai-id c i g a r e t t e cases, holders, 

and l i g h t e r s ; watch cases; metal mesh ba,gs and metal watch brace le t s ; and chain, 

mesh, and par ts for use in the ;:ianufacture of any of the a r t i c l e s included in th is 
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def in i t ion . Jewelry as used herein does not include pocket krdves, cigar cu t t e r s , 

badges, emblems, mi l i ta ry and naval ins ignia , be l t buckles, and handbag and pocket-

book frames and clasps, or coriiiiercJ.al compacts and -vardty cases, except when made 

from or embillished with precious metals or precious, sendprecioas, synthet ic , or 

ii 'jitation stones; and the assaying, refirdng, and smelting of base or precious 

metals . • • . • ' 

"The term ' p a r t s ' as used in the foregoing paragraph does not include par ts 

which are used predoiidnaritly for products other than jewelry, such as spjrings, 

blades, and na i l f i l e s . The term 'commercial compacts and vani ty cases ' as used 

means coiapacts and vanity cases which bear the trade nar.ie or n-iark of a cosmetifi 

manufacturer and are made for the purpose of d i s t r ibu t ing or adver t is ing said 

cosmetics. 

"(b) The manufacturing, cuttirig, pol ishing, encrust ing, engraving, and se t t ing 

of precious, se.-rdprecious, synthet ic , and imitat ion stones. 

"(c) The manufacturing, d r i l l i n g , and s t r inging of pear l s , imitat ion pear l s , 

'and beads desi.gned for use in the manufacture of-jewelry." 

This def in i t ion covers a l l occupations in the industry' which are necessary 

to the production of jewelry as defined, incluaing c l e r i c a l , maintenance, shippdng 

and se l l ing occupations. Not included are employees of an independent wholesaler 

or employees of a manufacturer engaged exclusively iri marketing and d i s t r ibu t ing 

products of the iridustry which have been purchased for r e s a l e . 

Chairman of the Jewelry Industry Committee was -^-Alexander Plamilton Frey., 

Other meiivbers of the comiidttee were: 

For the Public; 

Miss Teresa M. Crov/ley, New York, New York 
C. Emanuel Ekstrom, Professor of Education, Brown Urdversity, Providence, Rhode 

Island 
Robert R. R. Brooks, Williams College, yJillia^.tstown, i-Iassachus-etts 
Dr. Harry Shulman, Professor of Law, Yale Urdversity, New H..:.ven, Connecticut 
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Raushenbush, Urdversity of Vdsconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 
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For the Employees: 

-"-Leon Vdll iaras , General P r e s i d e n t , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Jewelry ?forkers Union (A.F. of L . ) , 
New York, New York ,.• 

-"-A. J . Gaul, F i r s t V ice -P re s iden t , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Jewelry Workers Union, (A.F. of L. ). 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 

Erwin Sp iega l , Vice P r e s i d e n t , In ter r ja t ior ia l Jewelry Workers Union, .(A.F. of L . ) , 
Teaneck, New J e r s e y 

E l i a s Berkoff, I n t e r n a t i o n a l Jewelry Viforkers Union (A.F.of L . ) , New York, New York 
Morris Borodkin, Watch and Jewelry Vforkers' Union ( C . I . O . ) , New York, New York 
John R. l i a u r i l l o , Urdted Novelty and Jewelry Workers ' 'Uruon ( C . I . O ) , Providence, 

Rhode I s land 

For the Baployers : ' 

-""Chv-rles John Simeon, Works Marager, Ostby &. Barton Company, Providence, Rhode 
I s l and 

-"•Sturgis C. Rice, P r e s i d e n t , ? /h i t ing and Da-vis Coaipany, P l a i n v i l l e , i i a s sachuse t t s 
-"-Rav/son L. Wood, V ice -P res iden t , J . R. Wood & Sons, New York, New York 
-"-August Kappel, Pr ; ; s ident , Fa l lon and Kappel, I n c . , New York, New York 
•"- Leo F. Krussraan, P r e s i d e n t , T r i f a r i , Krussman & F i s h e l , I n c . , New York, New York 
F. B. Stege.Tian, '^ice P r e s i d e n t , Wadsworth Vfatch Case Company, Dayton, Kentucky 

Those marked wi th an a s t e r i s k served on the f i r s t comidttee f o r the jewel ry 
i n d u s t r y . ;.• • ' - . ' , ' •.,•-• • -• • - ._ -v 
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